33 Cents A Day: The Cost Of Good Government

A civil exchange of ideas should be the goal. Each of us come to the conversation with our
own history. Some is a shared history with others who may agree with us and others may have
totally different experiences. It is through the prism of our history that we process information
and put forth solutions. This is not a single prism, but one that is adjusted by all the factors
affecting our daily lives. Civility is the respect for each others thoughts. Agreement is not
required but without the open exchange of points of view the core issues we face will never be
solved. Allowing any group or individual to separate us from the conversation only serves to
empower that individual or group. Providing power for the action only emboldens others to
pursue the same path. The ultimate result is each center of power protecting the power and
neglecting the problems assigning blame. Assigning blame will not fix a road, build a hospital
or teach a child. If the American Experiment is to move forward each of us must focus on the
problems and work together for a solution. Even the most emotional issues when dissected
into the component parts offer areas that can be resolved. Our goal should be solve the
problems we can and civilly disagree on the larger issues.
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